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Commentator

Sir William Robertson Nicoll CH (October 10, 1851 - May 4, 1923) was a Scottish Free Church minister, journalist, editor, and man of letters.

Nicoll was born in Lumsden, Aberdeenshire, the son of a Free Church minister. He was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School and graduated MA at the University of Aberdeen in 1870, and studied for the ministry at the Free Church Divinity Hall there until 1874, when he was ordained minister of the Free Church at Dufftown, Banffshire. Three years later he moved to Kelso, and in 1884 became editor of The Expositor for Hodder & Stoughton, a position he held until his death.

In 1885 Nicoll was forced to retire from pastoral ministry after an attack of typhoid had badly damaged his lung. In 1886 he moved south to London, which became the base for the rest of his life. With the support of Hodder and Stoughton he founded the British Weekly, a Nonconformist newspaper, which also gained great influence over opinion in the churches in Scotland.

Nicoll secured many writers of exceptional talent for his paper (including Marcus Dods, J. M. Barrie, Ian Maclaren, Alexander Whyte, Alexander Maclaren, and James Denney), to which he added his own considerable talents as a contributor. He began a highly popular feature, "Correspondence of Claudius Clear", which enabled him to share his interests and his reading with his readers. He was also the founding editor of The Bookman from 1891, and acted as chief literary adviser to the publishing firm of Hodder & Stoughton.

Among his other enterprises were The Expositor's Bible and The Theological Educator. He edited The Expositor's Greek Testament (from 1897), and a series of Contemporary Writers (from 1894), and of Literary Lives (from 1904).

He projected but never wrote a history of The Victorian Era in English Literature, and edited, with T. J. Wise, two volumes of Literary Anecdotes of the Nineteenth Century. He was knighted in 1909, ostensibly for his literrary work, but in reality probably more for his long-term support for the Liberal Party. He was appointed to the Order of the Companions of Honour (CH) in the 1921 Birthday Honours.
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02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17
The Second Advent

2 Thessalonians 2:1
"Our gathering together!" These words touch a note which ought to find a response in every part of the world. Man is a social being; and, go where you will, people as a rule like "gathering together". Christmas, e.g, is peculiarly a time when English people like to "gather together"; it is the season when family meetings have become a national institution, in town and country, among rich and poor. It is indeed the one time in the twelvemonth, with many, for seeing their friends. Business is at a standstill for a space. Poor and shallow the philosophy, hard and cold the religion, which sneers at Christmas gatherings.

Anything that helps to keep up family affection and brotherly love is a positive good to a country. Long may the custom last, and never end. But earthly gatherings have their sad side; death makes painful gaps in the family circle; and in the happiest gatherings we ofttimes miss some dear familiar face and voice.

I. There is a better "gathering" yet to come! There shall be hereafter an "assembly" which will far outshine any earthly "gatherings"; where there shall be joy without sorrow, mirth without tears.

(1) When will this "gathering" be? It will be at the end of the world, when Christ returns to earth the second time. Visibly He went away, visibly in the body He will return; and the very first thing that He will do will be to "gather together" His people ( Matthew 24:31).

(2) What will be the manner of this "gathering"? This is plainly revealed in Holy Scripture. The dead saints shall be raised, and the living saints shall all be changed ( Revelation 20:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). And this "gathering" will be great, wonderful, humbling:—

(a) Great—because all the people of God, from the first saint of God"s to the last born at the time of His coming, out of every nation, all shall be assembled together; His saints now scattered seem a little flock; but hereafter, when gathered together, they will be "a multitude which no man can number".

(b) Wonderful—because His saints in different ages and from different climes, who have never seen each other in the flesh, nor known each other"s native tongues, shall form one harmonious throng; the confusion of tongues shall cease ( Revelation 5:13; Revelation 7:9-10). Moreover, many will be there whom we might never have expected to see at all ( Matthew 19:30).

(c) Humbling—because an end will then be made of all that disfigured and hampered the "Church" on earth—an end to bigotry, party spirit, religious jealousy, and pride. They will meet there in perfect agreement who refused to meet on earth; all differences will be sunk, for at last all will be completely "clothed with humility" ( 1 Peter 5:5).

(3) What will be the object of this "gathering"? For the safety and reward of Christ"s people. However fearful the signs of the impending judgment, His saints will have no cause to tremble, or to dread the great day of their "gathering together"; they shall be hidden in the secret place of the Most High. And this "gathering together" will mark the inauguration of their exceeding great and final reward; complete justification from all guilt will be declared to all; each will receive that "crown of glory which fadeth not away," and "the kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world"; and the great throng will be admitted publicly into the joy of their Lord.

II. Why is this "gathering together" of His people a thing to be desired?

Because, (a) it will be a state totally unlike their present condition. To be scattered rather than gathered seems to be the rule on earth. Few continue long together even during their lives here Children, parents, friends, fellow-workers fellow-Christians, are being continually forced asunder from various causes; and, as life draws to its close, many a one is left almost alone. The hour is coming when there shall be no such thing as separation and loneliness. There will be no lack of company in that great "gathering together".

(b) It will be an assembly of one mind and one heart There are none such now. Mixture, hypocrisy, disunion, false profession, discord, creep in everywhere here. The tares grow together with the wheat The foolish virgins tarry along with the wise. There is a Judas and a Demas in every Christian congregation; and wherever the "sons of God" come together, Satan is sure to appear among them. But this will cease on that day, when our Lord shall present to the Father a perfect Church "having neither spot nor wrinkle, nor any such thing" ( Ephesians 5:27).

(c) It will be a "gathering" at which none shall be absent. The weakest lamb will not be left behind in the wilderness. We shall hold communion with all the saints of God who have fought the good fight before us, from the beginning of the world. We shall once more see our dear ones who fell asleep in Jesus, better, more beautiful, than we knew them on earth.

(d) It will be a "meeting" without a "parting". There are no such meetings now. "Good-bye" is ever treading on the heels of "How are you?" The cares and duties of life seem to eat up all our days and to make any appreciable period of intercommunion impossible. But the hour cometh when "farewell" shall be buried for ever; when we shall meet in that endless state of "blessedness" to part no more. No wonder the Apostle Paul bids us look up and look forward.

—The late Bishop Ryle.
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Called Unto Glory

2 Thessalonians 2:14
I. Of all the statements regarding the high calling of the Gospel, this is perhaps the most profound. It expresses as the purpose of God not merely that His people should be enriched, illuminated, and uplifted by the gifts which He bestows upon them through Christ, but that they should be identified with Him in that which was the distinctive glory of His life. For the glory of Christ is not merely to be seen in His present dignity and power in heavenly places, but comprehends also the obscure life which He lived on earth, and which was the pathway to the throne. His was not the glory of position, of wealth, or of material power, but of character. And since God "looks not upon the outward appearance" and does not estimate worth in the same scale and with the same judgment as obtains amongst men, the obscure life of the Saviour is to be understood as the true illustration of glory. The glory of character, of sincerity, of obedience, of self-effacement is that which is seen in Him and which, in the sight of God, is of greatest worth and beauty. And this is the glory which the Gospel calls us to share, and this the beauty with which our lives are to be constantly irradiated.

II. The glory of service is the secret of the Saviour"s influence over the hearts of His followers. He conquered them by stooping. And we who are called unto the obtaining of the same glory will find opportunity for the acquisition and exertion of true and helpful influence only as we serve. For this all life"s common duties will afford us occasion, for life in all its complexity of duty and responsibility is a man"s God-given chance for realising to the fullest degree the glory which is to be found alone in following the footsteps of the Master.

—J. Stuart Holden, The Pre-eminent Lord, p61.
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2 Thessalonians 2:15
She fully understood what St. Paul means when he tells the Thessalonians that because they were called, therefore they were to stand fast. She thought with Paul that being called; having a duty plainly laid upon her; being bidden as if by a general to do something, she ought to stand fast; and she stood fast, supported against all pressure by the consciousness of fulfilling the special orders of One who was her superior.

—Mark Rutherford, The Deliverance, pp62 , 63.
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03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
Patience

2 Thessalonians 3:5
"The patience of Christ." It is so the phrase runs in our R.V. as also in the margin of the A.V, in place of the A.V. "patient waiting for Christ". The phrase once spoken is felt to be inevitable; Paul could not have written otherwise. Patience is so truly the word of the Christ life. We have all traced, as St. John does, in the features of the Christ before High Priest or Pilate and on the cross, the likeness of the suffering Servant of Jehovah, who bore our griefs, carried our sorrows; the Sufferer as a lamb brought to the slaughter, a sheep before the shearers, dumb and opening not his mouth. Such an one has lived out by His own patience to the end His precept of patience to His followers. With His example there we can believe it true that "he that endureth (has patience) unto the end shall be saved," and that "in your patience ye shall win your souls".

I. If patience is a word of the Christ life, if part at least of the secret of Christ is divulged in its syllables, we shall be sure it will be a part of the secret of a ministry in His name. By enduring, being patient, unto the end, we shall be saved, not only as Christians, but as pastors of the flock of Christ: by our patience we shall win our souls, and by our patience shall we win the souls of others. If we must "in all things approve ourselves as the ministers of God," first in that list of all things must stand, as with Paul, the "much patience".

II. Why is such a patience a victorious quality? I suppose, first and last, because it is a special form of the quality which wins all victories everywhere; it is a form of selflessness; it gains life by losing life. When patience fails us, it is a preference of self to something worthier than self; we break out on an opponent or a fellow-worker because pride is brushed against or our personal activity is checked; we throw up a task because we want ease or because the strain will not be rewarded. The patience of saints is their effacement of their personal interests and likings in the interest of the Great Will. But if that Will is the Great Will, and the things that are done upon earth, It doeth them, then to be patient, that Isaiah , to be at one with the power which "doeth them," must be to succeed, must be a victory which overcomes the world.

III. But also (though we shall be praising the same truth in the language of the secular) patience is success because it is the true adjustment of the soul of man to the world of fact which environs him, it is the apt correspondence by which we live and survive. The moral laws of the universe, like the physical, work very slowly; human nature moves as the glaciers, scarce measurably; human character is built as the coral reefs, during aeons; religious faith is shaped by a discipline as deliberate as that which moulds through ages the types of animal life. Therefore the shepherding of men is an industry which must be plied with no hope of quick returns and a contentment with the smallest profits. Clearly patience is the correlative in the worker to the vastness of scale and the tardiness of movement in the work. In a slow world the man who can wait is the man who wins, for it is he who is the fittest and survives. In a vast world the man whose mind is wide enough to mirror that vastness, the man who (to invert a historic saying in politics) studies God"s universe with a small-scale map and so is not daunted by its distances, this man has the intelligence which enables him to be Θεοῦ συνεργὸς, a labourer together with God.

But lastly (and still I believe we are but phrasing anew the thing first said, though we give it now the highest name we know), is not Patience in work just another word for Faith? We can be patient because we know Whom we have believed, and that we are patient is the proof that we have believed. Patience is faith not in the activity of a moment, but the activity which goes on; it is faith, might one not say, in its dimension not of intensity, but of time. No wonder, then, if patience is faith, that it should be the victory that overcometh the world.

—J. Huntley Skrine, Sermons to Pastors and Masters, p151.

Patient Waiting for Christ

2 Thessalonians 3:5
All life is a mystery. The loftiest archangel cannot himself create the lowliest living organism. All creation confesses to her God, "With Thee is the fountain of life". But how much more impenetrable is the veil spread over that highest conceivable vitality, which we call spiritual life? This, of all mysteries, is the most profound. It is an effluence from the essential life of God; the breath of the Holy Spirit in the heart of man; it is Christ living in us, the hope of glory.

I. God has provided the means for the deepening and strengthening of this higher life in His people, by which He is pleased to act upon them individually, and, through them, upon the world; to meet their present needs in the conflict which is upon them. We want grace in our time of need. That time is now, and the promised supply is at hand, and ready for our use. Thank God! that needful present grace is ours in Christ; we have the Father"s footstool at which to kneel; we have a High Priest Who is with us always; we have the promised Comforter, who abides with us for ever; we have the holy Communion of Saints in the Church of God; and we have the means of refreshment which God has provided for us on our pilgrim way. The Great Householder has provided abundantly for His servants during His absence. But this does not embrace the whole provision made for our spiritual training and education. We are being disciplined for eternity; we are heirs of an everlasting kingdom; children of a Father Who hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in light; and it is not worthy of our heavenly calling that our thoughts, desires, and joys should be bounded by our present needs and their supply, although these needs concern our immortal souls, as well as our mortal bodies, and that supply comes from the ever-living God.

II. We must look not only inward and upward, but onward—onward to the "glory that shall be revealed". The heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ must not be absorbed in "this present," however lofty and noble its responsibilities may be. We shall see greater things than these. "Our life is hid with Christ in God." But it will not always be so. "When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory." This passage affords a clue to one of the truest helps, and unmasks one of the greatest hindrances, of spiritual life. What if this life, which is of Divine origin, like a bulb which fails to pierce some uncongenial clay, ceases to struggle upward; it is the partial paralysis of life. Our highest privilege is this—"We have the mind of Christ"; but He is Himself expecting until His enemies be made His footstool. The Great Husbandman has watched every blossom and ripening cluster of the mystic Vine. The ultimate design of our Great Advocate, who prayed, "Father, I will that those whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I Amos ," has never been for one moment absent from His mind. For this final triumph He is waiting and working. Nor will He rest until His latest promise to the seventh Church is fulfilled—"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne...."

III. Now, only as our hearts beat truly with His, only as our most real desires are in unison with His, can we live that spiritual life which to live is Christ.

Our Lord"s earthly life was lived, and His ministry fulfilled, in the light of His Return to Judgment. In His Sermon on the Mount, in His charge to His Apostles, in His private discourses, in His most impressive parables, in His farewell converse, in His good confession before the Sanhedrin—he pointed to That Day. After His Ascension, the promise of His Return was the consolation which angels poured into the bereaved hearts of the Apostles. Thus it runs as a golden thread through all the Epistles. St. Paul never wearies of it; St. James urges patience in contemplating it; St. Peter reminds the elders of the Advent of the Chief Shepherd; St. John comforts by the assurance, "When He shall appear, we shall be like Him"; St Jude Revelation -echoes Enoch"s warning, "The Lord cometh". And the last book of the inspired canon bears on its forefront, "Behold, He cometh with clouds," and closes with the threefold watchword, "I come quickly".

IV. As we drink in the spirit of these Scriptures, we are tempted to exclaim, "Surely there will not be one laggard heart: all will watch and wait and long for the return of their absent Lord". But has it been so? Looking broadly over the history of the Church of God, have the servants of the Householder been watching for His return? Has not the parable of the Ten Virgins been continually repeated—"While the Bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and slept"?

From one cause or another, the Church has relaxed her vigil. There are, indeed, those who watch for the faintest sound of the footfall of their returning Lord. But they are few and far between. Perhaps of all hindrances to spiritual life none is more insidious than the answer to the ringing Advent call, "Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep". But if slothfulness hinders His return, watchfulness helps the spiritual life (in the exercise of faith and patience) more than words can say. This lifts the heart to that which is imperishable and eternal. This cheers us on in our patient work for Him at home, for we hear His voice, "Occupy till I come". This, too, is the mainspring of missionary work. The time is short, the Master near.

—Bishop Bickersteth, late of Exeter, Church Congress, 1878.
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